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Introduc�on 
1. These Rules of Procedure govern mee�ngs of the General Conference on Weights and Measures.  

2. They are intended to be complementary to the Metre Conven�on, insofar as any of the Rules 
proceed therefrom. In the event of a conflict between these Rules of Procedure and the Metre 
Conven�on, the Metre Conven�on prevails. Notwithstanding, these Rules are not intended to be 
legally binding. 

3. The terms given below will be referred to throughout the Rules of Procedure as follows: 

− Metre Conven�on and Annexed Regula�ons: Metre Conven�on 

− General Conference on Weights and Measures (or CGPM): General Conference  

− Interna�onal Commitee on Weights and Measures (or CIPM): Interna�onal Commitee 

− Director of the Interna�onal Bureau of Weights and Measures (or Director of the BIPM): 
Director 

− High Contrac�ng Par�es to the Metre Conven�on and other States acceding to the Metre 
Conven�on: Member States 

− Associate States and Economies of the General Conference: Associate Members 

− Intergovernmental organiza�ons and States en�tled to observe the General Conference: 
Observers. 

Chapter 1, Mee�ngs 
Rule 1, Frequency 
1. Ordinarily, the General Conference will be convoked and convened every four years. Mee�ngs may 

be convened more or less frequently, consistent with the achievement of the purpose of the 
Organiza�on, except that the interval between two subsequent mee�ngs of the General 
Conference will not exceed six years. 

Rule 2, Convoca�on and Presidency 
1. The General Conference will be convoked by decision of the Interna�onal Commitee, instruc�ng 

the Director to: 

a. no�fy the President of the French Academy of Sciences and Member States accordingly; and 

b. invite Associate Members and Observers to observe the General Conference. 

2. The President of the French Academy of Sciences will assume the presidency of the General 
Conference and chair the mee�ng of the General Conference. The President of the French 
Academy of Sciences does not have a right to vote at the General Conference. 

3. If the President of the French Academy of Sciences is incapacitated or the posi�on is vacant on the 
opening date of the mee�ng, a Chair of the mee�ng will be appointed by decision of the General 
Conference, upon the recommenda�on of the Interna�onal Commitee. 
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Rule 3, Opening Date, Venue and Dura�on 
1. Upon convoca�on of the General Conference, the Director will consult the President of the French 

Academy of Sciences and will propose mee�ng dates and a venue within the vicinity of Paris for 
decision by the Interna�onal Commitee. 

2. Member States, Associate Members, Observers and the Foreign Ministry of France will ordinarily 
be given no less than six month’s advance no�ce by the Director of the opening date, an�cipated 
dura�on and venue of the mee�ng of the General Conference. 

3. Mee�ngs of the General Conference will be for such dura�on as its discussions and ins�ga�on of 
measures necessitate. Unless decided otherwise by the General Conference, the mee�ng will be 
declared closed by the Chair on the an�cipated closing date. 

Rule 4, Arrangements for Mee�ngs 
1. Mee�ngs of the General Conference should ordinarily be convened in the physical presence of 

par�cipants and atendees at the venue. However, alterna�vely: 

a. on the proposal of Member States, any Member State may par�cipate in the General 
Conference through a secure electronic system for part or all of the mee�ng; and 

b. the Interna�onal Commitee, the Director and staff members, Associate Members, 
Observers, and any invited guest may atend part or all of the mee�ng through a secure 
electronic system.  

2. Any par�cipa�on by a Member State in the General Conference through such secure electronic 
system will possess delegates of their en�re competence in accordance with the Metre Conven�on 
and these Rules of Procedure. 

3. Unless overruled by decision of the General Conference, the Chair may declare that part of the 
mee�ng takes place in confidence and suspend transcrip�on and the summary of proceedings. 

4. Unless overruled by decision of the General Conference, the Chair may declare that part of the 
mee�ng takes place in public, achieved either physically at the venue of the mee�ng or through a 
secure electronic system. 

5. The Director will be responsible for all necessary arrangements for mee�ngs of the General 
Conference. 

Rule 5, Elec�on Commission 
1. Following the closing of a mee�ng, the General Conference is no longer convoked in accordance 

with the Metre Conven�on. However, to possess the Organiza�on of a body between mee�ngs to 
administer the renewal of the Interna�onal Commitee in accordance with the Metre Conven�on 
and these Rules of Procedure, there will be an Elec�on Commission. 

2. At each mee�ng, the General Conference will elect nine Member State representa�ves to the 
Elec�on Commission each belonging to a different Member State. The General Conference will 
endeavour to ensure fair regional representa�on and fair representa�on of States with maximum, 
intermediary and minimum contribu�on levels within the Elec�on Commission. All proposals from 
Member States for membership submited in advance to the Secretary of the Interna�onal 
Commitee, will be considered by the General Conference. The members of the Interna�onal 
Commitee will be ineligible.  
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3. As necessary, the Elec�on Commission will convene at its own ini�a�ve or at the request of the 
Interna�onal Commitee. The Director will be responsible for all necessary arrangements for 
mee�ngs of the Elec�on Commission. The Elec�on Commission will establish its own rules of 
procedure and will define the criteria for the elec�on of the Interna�onal Commitee and the 
corresponding process. 

4. The Elec�on Commission will remain cons�tuted un�l vacated and recons�tuted by elec�on of a 
new Elec�on Commission at the next mee�ng of the General Conference. Any vacancy arising on 
the Elec�on Commission between two General Conferences will be provisionally filled by a 
representa�ve appointed by the Member State to which the vaca�ng member belonged. 

Chapter 2, Agenda and Documents 
Rule 6, Agenda 
1. A provisional agenda will be prepared by the Interna�onal Commitee and transmited by the 

Director to Member States no less than six months in advance of the opening date of the mee�ng 
of the General Conference. 

2. Any Member State or the Interna�onal Commitee may, at least four months before the opening 
date of the mee�ng, request the Director to include supplementary agenda items. Such 
supplementary agenda items should be transmited by the Director to Member States and the 
Interna�onal Commitee, at least one month before the opening date of the mee�ng. 

3. In consulta�on with the President and the Secretary of the Interna�onal Commitee, the Director 
will prepare a revised agenda, consolida�ng the provisional agenda and supplementary agenda 
items for submission to the General Conference. This revised agenda will be considered and 
adopted by decision of the General Conference at the start of the mee�ng.  

4. The Chair of the mee�ng may request advice on any agenda item from the Secretariat of the 
General Conference. Following adop�on of the agenda, agenda items may only be deleted, 
amended or added by decision of the General Conference. 

Rule 7, Documents 
1. Provisional agenda and supplementary agenda items will be accompanied by explanatory 

memoranda, suppor�ng materials and dra� decisions of the General Conference, as appropriate. 

2. Any addi�onal documenta�on required for considera�on of the provisional agenda and 
supplementary agenda items will be transmited by the Director to Member States and the 
Interna�onal Commitee as soon as possible following no�fica�on of the convoca�on of the 
General Conference. 

Chapter 3, Atendance and Creden�als 
Rule 8, Atendance 
1. Member States may be represented at the General Conference by delegates and alternate 

delegates, aided by technical advisors. Each Member State has the right to one vote. 
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2. Associate Members and Observers may be represented at the General Conference by observers, 
aided by technical advisors. They have no vo�ng rights. 

3. Members of the Interna�onal Commitee are en�tled to atend the General Conference. Unless 
they have been appointed to represent their Member State, they have no vo�ng rights. 

4. The Director is en�tled to atend the General Conference, with no vo�ng rights. 

5. Guests and staff members may be invited by the Interna�onal Commitee and the Director to 
observe the General Conference. They have no vo�ng rights. 

Rule 9, Creden�als 
1. Delegates will possess creden�als issued by their head of State, head of government, Foreign 

Ministry or any other competent authority of their State. Such creden�als will iden�fy the principal 
delegate of a Member State and one or more alternates. 

2. Observers will possess creden�als issued by the competent authori�es of the State, non-State 
Economy, or the intergovernmental organiza�on they are represen�ng. 

3. Creden�als will be submited to the Director as soon as possible following no�fica�on of the 
convoca�on of the General Conference. The iden��es of technical advisors will be similarly 
submited to the Director.  

4. The Director will examine and report to the General Conference on creden�alling for the mee�ng. 
The Director will return any faulty creden�als as soon as possible for re-submission. 
Non-creden�alled delegates and observers and uniden�fied technical advisors will be denied 
access to the General Conference. In the event of any disputed creden�alling, the Director will 
refer the mater through the Chair, for decision by the General Conference. 

Chapter 4, Chairing and Secretariat 
 
Rule 10, Chairing 
1. In addi�on to discharging the competences conferred upon them elsewhere by these Rules of 

Procedure, the Chair of the General Conference will be competent to: 

a. declare the opening and the closing of the mee�ng; 

b. direct discussions and ins�gate measures, in accordance with the agenda; 

c. control proceedings, determine the order of speakers and maintain the efficiency and good 
order of the mee�ng; 

d. recognize and call upon speakers; 

e. call to order insufficiently relevant and concise speakers; 

f. unless overruled by decision of the General Conference, immediately decide on points of 
order; 

g. unless overruled by decision of the General Conference, limit the �me allowed to speakers 
and the number of �mes each speaker is allowed to speak; 
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h. unless overruled by decision of the General Conference, suspend, adjourn and close the 
mee�ng; 

i. unless overruled by decision of the General Conference, preside over part of a mee�ng in 
confidence or in public; 

j. unless overruled by decision of the General Conference, determine the applica�on and 
interpreta�on of these Rules of Procedure; 

k. put maters to a vote and announce decisions; and 

l. otherwise ensure adherence to these Rules of Procedure. 

2. If the Chair finds it necessary to be temporarily absent during the mee�ng, the President of the 
Interna�onal Commitee will act as Chair. However, if the absence of the Chair is necessitated for 
more than two days, an ac�ng Chair will be appointed by decision of the General Conference to 
preside for the remainder of the mee�ng. The President of the Interna�onal Commitee ac�ng as 
Chair and any appointed ac�ng Chair will preside at the General Conference and have all the 
competences of the Chair, in accordance with these Rules of Procedure. 

Rule 11, Secretariat 
1. The Secretary of the Interna�onal Commitee will be at the disposal of the General Conference to 

act as the Secretary of the mee�ng. The Secretary of the mee�ng will be appointed by decision of 
the General Conference. The appointed Secretary of the mee�ng will be the Chair of the 
Secretariat. 

2. The Secretary of the mee�ng, the Director and the Principal Legal Advisor of the Organiza�on will 
cons�tute the Secretariat of the General Conference. The Secretariat will: 

a. schedule the mee�ng, in consulta�on with the President of the Interna�onal Commitee; 

b. coordinate the work of the mee�ng;  

c. consider points of order and the order in which items on the agenda are to be dealt with; 

d. consider requests to delete, amend or add agenda items; and 

e. support and advise the Chair in presiding at the General Conference. 

3. The Chair may at any �me call upon members of the Secretariat to address the General Conference 
concerning the proceedings. 

Chapter 5, Languages and Records 
Rule 12, Languages 
1. Speakers at the General Conference should use either French or English. The Chair will not 

recognize speakers using any other languages to address the General Conference. 

2. Arrangements will be made for the simultaneous transla�on at the General Conference of French 
speakers into English and English speakers into French. No other transla�on services will be 
afforded by the Organiza�on. 
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Rule 13, Records 
1. Arrangements will be made for the verba�m transcrip�on of the General Conference. The 

transcripts will be made available to delegates, observers and members of the Interna�onal 
Commitee upon request. 

2. As soon as possible and within one year of the end of a mee�ng of the General Conference, the 
Organiza�on will publish proceedings of the mee�ng in French and English. The official record of 
the mee�ngs is the French version. 

Chapter 6, Proceedings 
Rule 14, Quorum 
1. The presence of delegates represen�ng a majority of Member States will be required in order for 

the General Conference to deliberate and to take decisions. 

Rule 15, Speeches 
1. No person atending the mee�ng may address the General Conference unless recognized by the 

Chair. 

2. The Chair will ordinarily call upon speakers in the order in which they signify their desire to speak. 
The Chair may call to order insufficiently relevant and concise speakers and may limit the �me 
allowed to speakers and the number of �mes each speaker is allowed to speak. The Chair may 
afford a right of reply to delegates, consistent with maintaining the efficiency of the mee�ng. 

Rule 16, Procedure 
1. In the course of the mee�ng, any delegate may raise a point of order arising from these Rules of 

Procedure and such point of order will be immediately ruled upon by the Chair. If then immediately 
appealed by a delegate, the ruling by the Chair will be put to a vote. The appealed ruling of the 
Chair will stand, unless overruled by decision of the General Conference. 

Rule 17, Decisions 
1. The Chair may ascertain and announce a decision of the General Conference on an absence-of-

objec�on basis. If any Member State then immediately objects to such a decision the mater shall 
be required to proceed to a vote. 

2. Maters concerning the assessment of financial contribu�ons by Member States will not proceed 
to a vote, but will be decided on the basis of absence-of-objec�on. Such consensus will be 
facilitated by the Secretariat, ascertained through a roll-call of the Member States. 

3. All other decisions of the General Conference will be obtained by vo�ng. 

Rule 18, Vo�ng 
1. Votes will be cast on behalf of Member States by their principal delegate or alternates, consistent 

with their creden�als.  
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2. The Chair will determine to close debate and proceed to a vote of the General Conference and 
announce the mater for decision. Roll-call vo�ng will be in the French alphabe�cal order of 
Member States. 

3. Elec�on of members of the Interna�onal Commitee will be determined by secret ballot, in 
accordance with Rule 20 of these Rules of Procedures. Elec�on of members of the Elec�on 
Commission will be determined by secret ballot, in accordance with Rule 5 of these Rules of 
Procedure. 

4. Decisions of the General Conference put to vote may be obtained by roll-call vo�ng conducted by 
the Secretary of the mee�ng. Member States may explain their roll-call vo�ng, before vo�ng, 
subject to considera�ons of relevance and concision, as determined by the Chair. No delegate will 
interrupt the vo�ng except on a point of order concerning the vo�ng under way.   

5. Each Member State possesses one vote in the General Conference. Absten�ons will be regarded 
as the Member State not vo�ng. All maters that proceed to a vote are decided by a majority of 
the Member States vo�ng. Equally divided vo�ng will be regarded as rejec�ng the mater for 
decision. The outcome of the vote and consequent decision of the General Conference will be 
announced by the Chair. 

Chapter 7, Renewal of the Interna�onal Commitee 
Rule 19, Candidacy for the Interna�onal Commitee 
1. Following the convoca�on of the General Conference, the Elec�on Commission will: 

a. draw up the list of provisionally elected members of the Interna�onal Commitee seeking 
elec�on by the General Conference, those resigning from the Interna�onal Commitee and 
incumbent members of the Interna�onal Commitee seeking re-elec�on; 

b. invite Member States to declare nomina�ons for candidacy to the Interna�onal Commitee. 

2. The list of all candidacies received, complete with applica�on files, will be included in the final 
documenta�on for the mee�ng. 

Rule 20, Elec�on of Members 
1. At each mee�ng of the General Conference, there should be nine outgoing members of the 

Interna�onal Commitee. This should be achieved by: 

a. the membership ending of all members provisionally elected to vacancies between mee�ngs 
of the General Conference; 

b. resigna�on of members; and 

c. as necessary, the balance drawn by lot. 

2. If there are fewer than nine outgoing members of the Interna�onal Commitee the Elec�on 
Commission will stage a drawing by lot of incumbent members of the Interna�onal Commitee in 
due �me and under an independent supervision. Any member thereby chosen by lot should be 
regarded as an outgoing member of the Interna�onal Commitee and may be a candidate for 
elec�on. 
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3. All candidates for elec�on to the Interna�onal Commitee will be evaluated by the Elec�on 
Commission against published criteria, in accordance with an open, transparent and merit-based 
process and the General Conference will receive recommenda�ons relatedly, from the Elec�on 
Commission. 

4. A�er having taken note of the recommenda�on of the Elec�on Commission, at each mee�ng 
Member States will elect by secret ballot the number of members of the Interna�onal Commitee 
necessary to restore it to its full complement. Each Member State will be able to vote a number 
of �mes, equal to the number of outgoing members of the Interna�onal Commitee. Candidates 
will be elected in order of the most votes polled, un�l the full complement of the Interna�onal 
Commitee is restored. If necessary, there will be one or more run-offs between candidates polling 
equal votes. 

5. The outcome of elec�on to the Interna�onal Commitee by the General Conference will be 
announced by the Chair. The Interna�onal Commitee will remain cons�tuted un�l vacated and 
recons�tuted by elec�on of a new Interna�onal Commitee at the next mee�ng of the General 
Conference. 

Chapter 8, Modifica�on, Suspension and  
Entry into Opera�on 

Rule 21, Modifica�on and Suspension 
1. Modifica�on or temporary suspension of these Rules of Procedure will only be determined by 

decision of the General Conference if the mater is included on the revised agenda submited to 
the mee�ng. 

Rule 22, Entry into Opera�on 
1. These Rules of Procedure will enter into opera�on on the date they are adopted by decision of the 

General Conference. 
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