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IERS Conventions Centre 

 

Since 2001, the BIPM and the U. S. Naval Observatory (USNO) have 

been providing the Conventions Centre of the International Earth 

Rotation and Reference Systems Service (IERS). 

 

Work is performed with the help of an Advisory Board (J. Ray chair). 

 

BIPM: G. Petit, F. Arias 

USNO: B. Luzum, B. Stetzler, D. McCarthy 
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The IERS Conventions (2010) 

• A 180-page book  

• Published electronically 15 Dec 2010 

after last round of corrections and on 

paper in Spring 2011. 

• Comprehensive software list on 
http://maia.usno.navy.mil/conv2010/software.html 

 

• Replace the Conventions (2003) 

• Define the standard reference systems 

realized by the IERS along with the 

models and procedures used for this 

purpose 
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Value of some features of the Conventions (survey 03/2011) 

• Glossary and license show a lower appreciation 

• Software to be improved 
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Value of the technical content (survey 03/2011) 

• High value as a reference document 

• A few individual chapters may be improved … 
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Visits to the Conventions web pages 

• Regular trafic with >1000 visits / month (on http, not counting ftp) 
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Starting technical updates to the Conventions (2010) 

• Update as needed 

• GPT, other “utility routines”… 

• Diurnal and semidiurnal EOP variations (needed since some time) 

• Issue of conventional mean pole to be discussed 

• Ionosphere: correction to « ray bending » 

• Straighten « geocenter issues » (also a long-standing issue) 

• ….. 

• Expand 

• Models for the displacement of reference points of instruments 

• Section on « ranging techniques » 

• …. 

• New topics, following the evolution in the geodetic community 

• Non-tidal loading 

• SINEX format for modelling 

• … 
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Other work 
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+ 12 pages of annex follow 


