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IAM - History

 CCMAS 9 (1975) – The Need for SDO Coordination and Cooperation with Codex 
Alimentarius Formally Introduced

 CCMAS 10 (1977) – A “Compendium of Methods of Analysis” Discussed; CXS-234
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IAM - History

 CCMAS 11 (1979) – The First Mention of IAM in a CCMAS Report

– IAM met prior to CCMAS (consistent with current practice)

– Member SDOs recognized for their ownership of and expertise in methods for commodities

– A list of methods was developed for inclusion in various Codex standards; SDOs take lead role
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IAM - History

 CCMAS 11 (1979) – The First Mention of IAM in a CCMAS Report, continued…

– Progress reported in establishing working relationships within IAM; noted by CCMAS

– A discussion of methods review and endorsement began
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IAM - History

 CCMAS 12 (1981) – Commodity groupings and method development discussed…

– Development of methods for specific commodity groups reported

– ISO provided an inventory of relevant methods; other SDOs invited to do the same

– The need for ongoing IAM meetings was established
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IAM - History

 CCMAS 12 (1981) – Harmonization of collaborative testing – the need to work together…

– CCMAS stressed the importance of a harmonized approach to collaborative testing and interpretation of 
results. 
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IAM Now

 Meeting is held in Budapest just prior to CCMAS (and associated WG meetings)

 Organizations share relevant methods updates

– New work 

– Involvement in ongoing CXS 234 review and typing activities 

– Upcoming events of interest

 CCMAS Chair, CAC, FAO, and pWG/eWG Chairs invited to attend and provide 
updates and input

 Most recently met June 11, 2023 in Budapest

 Minutes are shared with the CCMAS plenary as a CRD; discussion led by IAM 
Chair in plenary 
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CCMAS & IAM - The Intersection of Codex & SDOs

 Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling (CCMAS)

–Codex Alimentarius Procedural Manual:

“The Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling should 
undertake a coordinating role in matters relating to the elaboration of 
Codex methods of analysis and sampling. The originating committee is, 
however, responsible for carrying out the Steps of the Procedure.

When it is necessary, the Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis 
and Sampling should try to ensure elaboration and collaborative testing 
of methods by other recognized bodies with expertise in the field of 
analysis.”

SDOs



10

© 2021 USP

CCMAS & IAM - The Intersection of Codex & SDOs

–CCMAS Terms of Reference include:

• “…to serve as a coordinating body for Codex with other international 
groups working in methods of analysis and sampling…” 

• “…to specify…Reference Methods of Analysis and Sampling 
appropriate to Codex Standards…”

• “…to consider, amend, if necessary and endorse, as appropriate, 
methods of analysis and sampling proposed by Codex (Commodity) 
Committies…”

• “…to consider specific sampling and analysis problems submitted to 
it…”

SDOs
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The Intersection of Codex & SDOs

 The IAM at CCMAS represents a unique opportunity for Codex 
members to interact directly with scientific experts regarding 
methods

– Development of new methods, identification of specific method needs and 
elucidation of method requirements

– Validation of specific SDO methods - SDOs often do NOT publish proprietary 
validation / collaborative testing data; comments and expertise of SDO 
scientists critical to discussions in preparation for and at CCMAS

– Typing of methods for CXS-234; best to involve those intimately familiar with 
specific method details and proprietary data supporting applicability of 
methods

– Comparison of methods for revision of CXS-234; important to involve 
methods experts



12

© 2021 USP

IAM Now…Recent Activities

 Ongoing review & update of methods in CXS 234

– “Discussion Paper on Elaboration of Procedures for Regular Updating of 
Methods” (CX/MAS 14/35/6; 2014)

– Need to update references of methods of analysis identified at CCMAS 35

– Review of prioritized “workable packages” via individual eWGs

o Methods 5+ years from endorsement date considered for re-endorsement, 
withdrawal or replacement as needed 

o Work with Commodity Committees (when active) to propose new methods 
Consistent format and unified document/database of methods 

– IAM participation described in Discussion Paper: “…IAM…worked on the update of 
methods in the Standard and would continue playing a significant role in the process…”

– In many cases SDOs own proprietary validation data for these methods – knowledge of 
this data AND experience with specific methods is critical to the update of CXS 234
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IAM Now…Recent Activities

 2019 – Finalized CCMAS Information Document 

“Comprehensive guidance for the process of submission, consideration and 
endorsement of methods for inclusion in CXS 234”

(https://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/codexalimentarius/committee/docs/INF_CCMAS_END_e.pdf)

 Participation in PWG – Endorsement of Methods of Analysis Provisions 

 Source of Expertise related to 

– Methods of analysis – Modern and historical

– Method validation

– Collaborative testing

– Commodity stakeholder groups (needs & common practices related to sampling, 
product analysis, specifications and trade contracts)

https://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/codexalimentarius/committee/docs/INF_CCMAS_END_e.pdf
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